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And this 
immurab ly.conneRted 
ot a Provezemce, that \ wh 
has any Netion ef a Soprene 
Being, muſt admit that He ger 
verns the World: And, if He. does, theſe 
his Omnipotence, by an 
ing and of \the-efſens/ 
they 


| Comme 
of his Kingdom, he beliexe 
not, feel the. arks of his Vengeance. 11 
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puters 2 — 
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tration * God be > oh Tin es 18 yet every 
Age; and every Nation under Heaven, produce 
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Monuments of the” Divine Vengeanct againſt Sin. 
We. ourſelves in this Nation were lately ſet 


- forth, iter ah Example of inraged Omnipotepce. 


Human Juſtice, 
8 enam, this Part of the E arth Fath been 6 
2 under the Inhabitants thereof, becauſe 7 


| finance; broken the everlaj 
fore bath the Curſe divoared us. Our Children 


Our National Wickedneſs _ Impiety, which 


made us infamous in the Chriſtian World, and 


which P; the Connivance of both the Civil and 


Eccleſiaſtical Po Per) )-has, been ſußfered to \elhde 


God ON hath averiged 


they have tranſgreſſed"the" Laws,” changed the Or- 
ing Covenant There-: 


Habe been delivered up #03he Famine ; 51 their Blood: 


Hard been poured vrt y. rh Forte © 


%, 


; Death? and their y bung Men have been Vain by 


the Sebvrd;" and the Slaiw the Lori bath beer 


Ffrum on Bnd'f ih Land unto the other "They 
Fade nos heen lumenten, nor gathered, nor buried J 


Iden hade been Dun 1 the Gro. 19 9008 


| I 3K! 


n Nature; ven e Ebene wen this 


5 av Scene untouch'd; and ve muft bedebaſed 
dos State of Inſohbitity and Cort tion unknoẽwm 
Fo oy Vice ank 
Luxury can lull us aſſeep: When ie 'very:Blood |} 


10 Heathens, if, in our bogen Hiri 


öfen Fathers,” of our Children, fun Friends 


1 g Lountrymen, 1 ſcarce ko; their Wounds; 
| their dying Grones,” their Helo Corpſes, may | 
ſſtare us with a Witneſs, and reach us, chat verily || 
5 te 4 G0 who n in the' Barth': er 7 

Sto? Gp | * 8 their 


of ' the Sword 5 
Our Wines" have been bereaved of t: if Obi els 8 
and bldoe Widows *'Their\Men have been put 10 


their ir Agnes and Bled ve day read his-Judg? 
n sitze 0% ane et rnb 
2 if cheſs Thin os dinotis move. us, What 
will Their Fate e 2 ſeen. Ours is in the 
Hands of Omnipotence ; and if impenitent (nill 
we, will we) if he pleaſes, we muſt ſubmitita 
FPuniſhments ſtill more ſevere and alarming. And, 
18 ha ever we eſcape in this Life, Hell remains. q 
fE1. or, in Hell, the rebellious Worms are enabled 
W | by: Omnipotence to ſupport under 'Torments, 
which if any upon Earth could feel but for a Mos 
ment, the Foſſeſſion of a whole World would not 
tempt them to endure for a ſecond a And yet infi«! 
nite Power ſuſtains:eyery: one of them 2 this 
- unſpeakable." Weight of Miſery. throughout Eter- 
nity. Theſe are ſuffering the 5 — of efer—: 
nal Fire, and, by a Decree unchangeable as God, 
muſt tread to an Eternity the Wide. preſs of the. 
Wrath of Almighty Gad: a rb es 
8 >: What theſe: treniendous „Words mean, God: 
only knows; but every profane Sinner, and every | 
lukewarm. Hypocrite; -mujſt:; eternally fech For 
we that are alive ate warned by, God, that, If any" 
Aan worſbip the Beat, and recti ue his Mark in his 
FPyrabeud; os in his Hands, the lame ſbali drink: of 
the Vine of theWrath.of God, 4whiicb:59) powrediout 
_* without Mixtare,' int: the Ciep of his | Indira. 
= tion; and he ſpall be tormepted::inthe. Preſence uf: 
the holy Angels, and in the Preſencs of the Lambs: 
an be Smokewf their; Torment aſcender i ip fur 
ever and ever, and They have 10 N98 Day nor 
Ne ©5108 of 2 OOO e ee 
. tAndit is ſute as the Wordof God, that this 
Areadful Fate waits not only on theſe, upon hase 
5 „ is viſibly written open. Profanity, which 
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With all his Zeal for his Church or his Party, is an 


| 8 15 . of the Beaſt as: 
eſpecially i in a Country where Chriſtians — = 


Temp 


hete; contemp 
of him who ſpoke them into Being: 


4 


tation to the Church of Rome; but this 
nce awaits every Frofeſſor wha! is 


eternal Ve 
neither cold nor hot in the Cauſe of: God, or who, 


Enemy to the Croſs of conformed to the! 


855 
f * cit Manmers of the World, and a Lover "of. 
 Phaajimes- moro tba a: Lover of Gal. 


Nay, in Heavey itſelf, infinite, awful and ere, 


nal Are the Diſcoveries of the Evil of Sin. An- 


gels, and tlie Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, 
late this infinite Evil, in the Wounds: | 
Here all in- 
tellectual Creatures xhat are, or ever ſhall be, have 


| Diſcovery of this: Source of Miſery, which as 


: q " 7 
1 F 
1 K 


our to Mortals the dreadful Con 
corre Teil. Men do not generally deny theſe 
Things, 


Alb be found uh 


far ſuxpaſſes all their Conceptions: as awful Era 


b nity does this ſhort Moment of Nie fo, 


So that Heaven, Earth and Hell coripire toges 


ther, and 'Fime joſns with Eternity, in pointing 
ſequences of din 


yet they de not truly bæleue them; bur 
Nea ven and Both ſhall. pals away at the Look df. 
bim uo declares tböm. Every Syllable of theſs 


Wos of God Mall remain ſtable as the Pillars 


o Rrernityt; revetheleſs the lively Faith of theme - 


nov. chat Gi falſe," and that the Aut bor f. 


© WA Ta 18 


thus ſo © 


Hundation of open Profanity 
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Earth... "Ne indeed da * 
Wu 4 Tir but we act a8 if =o really ub A 
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This damnable Infidelity | is the "ons of chat 
which has fank this. - 4 
Nation into 1 1 r ne 8 
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web, "tho? ir be the" Seat of the Erl! 
wer; by the ſcandalous Remiſneſs 
4 dere is Peco 4 Sink of Pollution,” a Scandgl 
to the Goſpel, and a Curſe x to e Genera 
tions. r 
r open Contempt of the yery Bein ing and. Mac 
| 20 © jelly of God, by an univerſal Braxch the effen- 
4 tiak Laws of: his Kingdom ; ; If general Perjury, 
1 , Ferjury publickly prabtiſed and known, 22 
yet not puniſhed; Tt treading under Foot the 
Pe. * Tremendoys Name of God by the moſt horrid 
Oaths and Curſes, openly, and which no Man 
4 Nan walk the Streets without hearing in evet7 
Corner; If Adultery, Intrigue, and Separations 5 
78 between Man and Wife; If Tolerating publick 
Stews, and the Source of Intrigue and Lt 5 be 
of = Stage ; 3 Tf Injuſtice, univerſal Br 1bery and Corrus $5 
ption; If Revenge, Hatred, Malice and Diſcord 
abounding, to the anbinging of all Society, ; If © 
rheſe, and many blacker Crimes, can jnvolve a 
Nation in Guilt, we are expoſed {till further to 
the Wrath of God. And yet theſe Things, tho 
Fer e by Deiſts, ye rolerate ; ;_ on _ © 


1 vey, vor as we are, a "Ser 7 Fig ers to 12 1 12 
ſ this deadly Pofſon, and to lay Bis. for introdu- 
ing all Ranks as publick Champions for Vice. 

i thife Things, Hell bath inlarged berſelß. 
= and opened. her Mouth without Meaſure.; and the © 
. Ray and the Miltitude and the * defied 
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9 bet, is here viainly 40 EY ; 4 ſhall agh y 
4 F ** Leave to add a few Obſervations. . | 


The Play-houſe muſt be allowed to be a Nur? 
* for Læwdneſs. 
MI it every Eye that barns with Luſt « comes to 


r 


for this Herd of Swine to wallow in; inaſmuch} as 


Jt 
4 "Bainds and Whores throughout the World, and, next 


to publick Stews, it is, and ever has been recko- 
ned by Chriſtians, the moſt infamous Houſe in the 
World; this Cage for unclean Birds being as much 
their Reſort, as the Church is that of the Servants 
of God. Like the Eagle to the Carcaſs, here 
they fly to devour immortal Souls, and to corrupt 
? - ſign chro 1 

Here the Adulterer has ever Siebe for his 


OT 


n * 3 N e 


houſe, a Husband has commenced a criminal In- 
trigue with a Whore and a Miſtreſs, which hath 
made kim negle& his own Wife and Children. 


Þ , 0% +000 059 37 T Fo OO "0 


A virtuous Wife has hereby not only 16ſt” the 
# 3 


, 1 Heart of her Husband, but the Support of her 
ad Family, that being now thrown away 0 on the 


Nlan is made a Sacrifice of to raging. and Bridtal 
4 Appetit. 

Here the andy 
J tacked; and thoſe Ears; that never liſtned to 
& Smutt without Diſdain, have from the licentious 
Stage learned to hear and reliſh lawleſs Love. 


DDr 


Lerman 9-2 HP 

. * Pm tt 
2 
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# the me Wife has N a Prey to the — 


Autiate itſelf. It is, and ever has been, the Stye 


it is the publick Rendezvous of all the Rakes and 


? 4 rrey; and, from one fatal Moment in the Play- 


13 Support of a Whore ; and ſo all that is dear to a 


of Wires has been TY at- 


— 


Hence Husbands have appeared centemptible, and 


her Paſſions. Strife and Separation, Fealonſies 


and Adultery, have from this fatal Place ſprung 


up in Families; and Husbands and Wives have 
hereby involved their innocent Children in Infamy | 
„Woo arrentive, Mind, but muſt ſee theſe Evils 
every Day growing ſince the Play- hoiiſe was tole:- 
rated in Edinburgh. Would People of Character 
and Virtue conſider this; had Women Acceſs to 
know what ul Sums are annually ſquandered | |. 
Support of their Whores ; could they view one A? 
dulterer corrupting - others; (and this Infection, © 
as it has already made Havock of "Thouſands, fo | | 
it annually ſpreads, and the whole Nation is in 
Danger of being ſet on Fire by it) There is not 
a virtuous Wife would cheriſh this curſed Houſe, 
no more than. ſhe. would take Fire in her Boſom, 
or lay a Foundation for the Ruin of her Famil 


SOod forbid that I ſhould fo much as inſinuate, 
that all are infected thus, that go ta the Play- 
houſe ! No, I believe the contrary; but am forry ® 
there are ſuch Numbers of virtuous People do ſo: 
But they know not what they do, nor the dread. 


ful Conſequences of doing ſo. They may be 
kept from thoſe Nai themſelves; but how long 
they may be ſo, God only knows: For many, 
once virtuous Women, have been caft down; ans 
man. frrong. Men have been ſlain in this Place. 
The Wiſdom of God tells us, that he Houſe 
of a lewd Woman is the Pay to Hell, going down 
o the Chambers of Death. And therefore aur 
Hearts ought not to decline to her Ways, nor go | 
aftray in ber Paths. Now, the Play-houſe (as 
W %%% A 
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T kave ſaid) is "es Pee ot tend Mich 4nd Wo⸗ 


men to mèet at. Virtuous People may r imagine 


what tkey pleaſe; but, im this and all other Parts 
of the World, every Man that wants a" Mi ftreſs, 
and every Woman that is in queſt of a Galant, 
do ever reſort to the Pia) bouſe, as the Place 
whieh is underſtood by every-body to be for their 
larger For in the common Opinion of Man- 
© kind, in the Judgment of Men of Gallantry in 
all Ages, and in the concealed Sentiments of the 
4 ge, for the Stage, the Stage is, and always 


the gallantiſh and debaue b Perſons in the Place; 
and, in moſt Parts of the World, it has turned 
4 Fall. che nelttibouring Houſes around it! into mon 
Stew. + nt hac 


This is a Fa that no Contender” for the Play- 


| = houſe can diſown: And it is impoſſible from the 
Nature of Things it can be otherwiſe ; for, where 
ſo many unclean Spirits conſtantly meet, they 


muſt propagate their curſen Venom all arounc 
them. And tho' virtuous People have no other 
PFretenee im attending a Play, but for a little Di- 


verſion, and the Pleaſure of ſpending two or three 


F Place, their Countenanee 0.55 cb Company, and 


ö | aware oz 'they would- rather Wie than Io [guilty 


1 The diſmal Effects of: the'Play-houſe on a ri- 
E Generhtibn are ſcarcely ctedible!” There ae 


b 'S has been, roputed the publick Rendezvous" of all 


Jof it. 1 U 2 223 K N Rar CEOS D a 0 14 


Hours apreeably ; yet "theif Preſence in Joch 42 


3 weir Example in patronizing ſuch infamous De- 
Aut, is ſhocking to all good Men, and ſetves to by 
i} propagate Vice in a Manner which, if they were 


4 


4 : 


| Women: Who are a n Human Nature“ 


1 | Nation, as to haye no ſuch infectious Monſters in 


. 1) 1 
[I and · how to the LE the monſtrous Hei ght 4 1 

Female Wickedneſs, I mean Bauds and Anas, ” 2 
who haunt here to inſnare the Innocent. In ſome 
Places, Women of. ſuperior: Rank, hardned and 
Impudent in Lewdneſs, take a helliſp Pleaſure in 
corrupting virtuous Women, and in reducing them 
to the ſame unhappy Situation with themſelves: 
Theſe, learned in all the Arts of Wickedneſs, 
introduce young Girls firſt to a Play, and then to 
Company who ſoon compleat their Ruin. What 
Havock of Virtue theſe She-Devils have made in 

- London, is very well known: God forbid. we 
ould: have any ſuch here] In the mean Time, 

if we would effectually prevent ſuch venomous. 
Creatures from taking Root, the Play-houſe, where. 
they breed and neſtle, muſt be deſtroyet. 
But tho! we ſhould be fo „ingulariy virtuous a 


Scotland; yet this Houſe lays a Foundation many 
other Ways for the Hefling. our young Women,. 
Who are the Nurſery for Wives to the ane, and: 
bi of. Adothers. to the next Generation: |. *. ; 
Here their modeſt Eyes and Ears are firſt pol- % 
3 men, for they hear and ſee Things ſo — 
cannecfed with impure Ideas, that they ſet Fire to 
I — —— uttering Paſſions, and by Degrees train 
them up, firſt, to liſten, and — to reliſh Impu- 
rity and \Lowdneſs.r Here thoſe poor innocent 
a 0 play ube Manton 3 and, froma 
fatal; dename in tke Play-houſe, they turn our 
to be inſolent and intriguing Wives, and careleſs: , | 


67 7 Ow” Mathers, proving a Cunſt to their Huſ- h 


bands, and conveying Reproach and Infamy to & 
their Children. Mankind, e vllin to Pn” | 


"Dis s 


Z Ph __— Xii 9 

E and divert Je. with ſuch, yet even the 
moſt debauch'd amongſt them are not over fond 
of Matrimony, being econſcious of what. Ritque | || 

they run, as Things go, of having a ine Lady) or 
2 ae end- ft en upon — mas of a || 
4 In this inſaring Place haunts. every poor iden 14 
idle Rake, who lies at the Catch to rob Gentle 
men of their Daughters. Here often a Daughter, 

trom the Effects of a Play, has run off with One | | 
whom her Parents old have diſdained to ſet 
witb the Dogs of heir Floct, and, from a Wan- 


tonneſs of Thought, has thrown herſelf into the 
Arms of a Wierch ue hath made her miſerable | 
128 for Lifen +: H : ien e nds 10 UEH9 | 
Again, if we eye; our Schools a Univerſity; 
nothing eanbe more deſtructire to them than che 
wo Blayrhouſot is; fon by: it the Scholars are entirely 
led aſide from their Studies: Hence Schools and 
Colleges are fruitleſſy attended, and Gentlemen 
pay Money to have their Sous taught Wicktducſe 
inſtead of Learning; ind hence Edinburgi is tur- 
ned ſo infamous, that many ſend en Children 
+ elſewhere for their Education. Appremices 
and Servants are hereby R loſt to their 
WMW aſters, and too frequently ate temptede roi! 
cCommence Thieves, in ordet to get Money to at- 
3; tendia Play, and afterwards a Bawdy-houſe. In 
hort, the Play-houſe, ſince it was encourage in 
Edinburgh, has ſpread Pollution d "Expinci,) 
| #$ #ice and Wicked all around it. O en 
MNMor can the keeneſt Diſputer forthe Bf ſfioc y 
any Reaſon which can ma kei it the — o - 
E a — thar 
920 our | 


— — —— — ”- 
CE OE CC — 383 — — . 
. 
* 
- 
LS e — — — — 7 Ty 
4 by C * Q 
* 4 1 $ : AF - 1 
4 8 * . Q hw 0 "4 . 
& * 1 8 * - * — 


| © iy 
ur 13 the Refuſe of i this: Engliſh: Players 
(which Sort of Cattle, when they fail in their 
Parts, have too often Recourſe to Smutt and Pro- 
Fanity, in order to make their Mimickry pallatable) 
we cannot hope for any polite Entertainment from 
ſuch. And, to conclude, It is ſhocking to view 
a Place already reduced to Poverty and Want; and 


whoſe Inhabitants: in general have hardly where= 


withal to ſupport their Families, | drained of fo 
much Money, which otherwiſe might circulate: to 


the Advantage of many Families whoſe Heads at- 


tend here; and all this Money given to the Refuſe 


of the Refuſe of Mank ind, for debauching the 
preſent, and laying a Foundation for the Deſtru- 


tion of the next Generation: Not to mention, 
that one could not imagine that the greateſt De- 
bauchees of both Sexes, whoſe Fut hers, Brothers; 
Kinſmen: or Frientis are caſt out as Dang on the 
Earth, could be ſo abandoned to all Rules of De- 
cencys as to ſport and pep the e 1 
their Blood 1 IS. ſcaree cool. 137 IM 
Alf #herefore there is any Reſpect b due to Firtue 
and Honour ; if Pollution, Debauchery and Infa- 
can raiſe Deteſtation in Chriſtians; if there is 


any Regurd tobe had to Poſterity; if Parents 
havelany Bowels for their Children; if thoſe who 


have the Truſt and Education of Yourh, have any 


Cuncern for their Morals or Inſtruction; if Magi- 


have any Regard for their Duty, choik 


""Qaths;. or their Gharadter.; if the Miniſters of Je- | 


ſus Chriſt have any Regard for his Honour, or any 


| | Gompaſfiorfor immortal Souls; they ouglit in a par- 
ticalar Manner to unite together againſt the Play- 
In houſe. And indesdr if a — redu 
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Mean of Expence and Luxury; if Intrigue and 
ILeudneſs ought to be reſtrained ; if a Nation in- 
\F volved in Blood and Ruin, and where we ſee our 
Fathers, our Children and our deareſt Friends 
lain, and rotting away unburied upon the Fields; 


Blood, nor add to the Guilt of a Nation already 
involved in Wickedneſs, by encouraging the Stage, 


* 


dtuhat Source of Impiety and Vice: No! Let the 


Viu.ieys of their dying Grones, their ſhed Blood, 
and mangled Bodies, check our Extravagancies. 
Let us view their Fate, and conſider the Venge- 
ance of God againſt a guilty Nation, and not pro- 
| | 2 voke Omnipotence, by our Stupidity and Wic- 
| © kedneſfs, to make us ourſelves more dreadful Ex- 


aamples to thoſe who ſhall ſurvive us, than they 


have been made to us of the Vengeance of God, 


and the Impenitency of Men, 


ced to Poverty, ought to ſuppreſs the greateſt 


If in this Caſe we ought to behave. with any De- 
cency, let us not ſport over their Wounds and 
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Typat the Entertainment of the Stage is à cor- 
= rupt and ſinful Entertainment, contrary to 
the whole Nature of Chriſtian Piety, and 
cConſlanily to be avoided by all ſmcere Chri- 
2 1 ſtians. 3 e | 


Kind, 1s a dangerous and ſinful Entertainment, 
3p that corrupts our Hearts, and ſeparates the Holy 
Spirit from us. You will now perhaps ask me; if it is 
.# unlawful for a Chriſtian to go to the Play-houſe. I an- 
wer, that it is ablolutely unlawful, As unlawful; as 
for a Chriſtian to be a 2runkard or a Glutton, or to 
Curſe and Swear. © This I think will be eafily prov'd. 
Poor, let us reſume the Doctrine of the Apoſtle, we are 
7 abſolutely. forbid all corrupt Communication, and for this 
 # 1mportant Reaſon, becauſe it grieves and /eparates the 
> Holy Spirit from us. Is it unlawful therefore to have 
any corrupt Communication of our own? And can we 
think it Jawwf1] to go 70 Places ſet apart for that PurpoleZ |! 
To give our Money, and Hire Perſons to corrupt our [ 
Hearts with ill Diſcourſes, and inflame all the diſorder- [1 
ly Paſſions of our Nature? We have the Authority of iy 
Scripture to affirm, That evil Communication corrupts |! 
XR good Manners ; and that unedifying Diſcourſes grieve bs 
i 2 Sirit. Now, the 7hird Commandment is not more 
plain and expreſs againſt Swearing, than this Doctrine ies 


plain and poſitive againſt going to the Play-houſe, If you 
„ . * ſhould 


N IT HE reading of Plays, or any other Books of that 


— 


ſhould ſee a Perſon that acknowledges the ird Com- 
mandment to be. a Divine Prohibition againſt Swearing, 
yet going to a Houſe, and giving his Money to Perſons, 
who were there met, to Cyr/e and Swear in fine Lan- 
guage, and invent zzuſical Oaths and Imprycations; would 
you not think him Mad in the higheſt Degree? Now 
conſider, whether there be a leſs Degree of Madneſs in 
going to the Play-houſe. You own, that God has called 
=_ to a great Purity of Converſation, that you are for- 


id all fooliſa Diſcourſe, and filthy Feſtings, as expreſly as 
you are forbid Swearing ; that you are to let no corrupt 
Communication proceed out of your Mouth, but /ach as 
#5 good for the 'Uſe of Ediſying; and yet you go to the 


Houſe ſet apart for corrupt Communications, you hire Per- 
ſons 8 you with all Manner of Ribaldry, Pro- 
faneneſs, Rant, and Impurity of Diſcourſe ; who are to 
_ preſent you with vie Thoughts and leu Imaginations 

in fine Language, and to make eicked, vain and impure 
Diſcourſe more lively and affecting than you could poſ- 
fibly have it in any ill Company. Now, is not this fin- 
ning with as high a Hand, and as groſly offending againſt 
the plain Doctrines of Scripture, as if you was to give 
your Money to be entertained with zanſical Oarhs and Cur- 
Jes You might reaſonably think that Voman very ridi- 
culous in her Piety, that durſt not Swear herſelf, but 


ſhould nevertheleſs frequent Places to hear Oarhs. But 


you may as juſtly think her very ridiculous in her Mode- 
y, who, tho? ſhe dares not to ſay, or look, or do an im- 
modeſt Thing herſelf, ſhall yet give her Money, to ſee 
Women forget the Modeſty of their Sex, and talk impu- 


dently in a publick Play-hoyſe. If che Play-houſe was 
_ _ fIFd with Rakes and i Women, there would be nothing 
to be wonder'd at in ſuch an Aſſembly; for ſuch Perſons || 


to be delighted with ſuch Entertainments, is as natural, 
as for any Animal to delight in its proper Element: But 
for Perſons who profeſs Purity and Holineſs, who would 


not be ſuſpected of Immodeſty or corrupt Communication, 


for them to come under the Roof of a Houſe devored to 


* 


iſcourſes, as are the Pleaſure of the molt 


| ſich ill Purpoſes, and be plcasd Speftators of de: 


Actions and 
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Let them alſo conſider, that they are really acting thoſe 


abandon'd Perſons ; for them to give their Money to be 


2 . thus entertain'd, is ſuch a Contradiction to all Piety and 


common Senfe, as cannot be ſufficiently expos'd. 
Again, when you fee the Players acting with Life and 
Spirit, Men and Women equally bold in all Inſtances of 
Profaneneſs, Paſſion and Hnmodeſty, I dare ſay, you 
never ſuſpect any of them to be Perſons of Chriſtian 


1 Piety. You can't even in your Imagination join Piety to 


ſuch Manners, and ſuch a Way of Life. Your Mind 
will no more allow you to join Piety with the Behaviour 


/ # of the Sage, than it will allow you to think Zo and 
Nuo to be Zen. And perhaps you had rather ſee your 


Son chain'd to a Galley, or your Daughter driving Pho, 
than getting their Bread on the S/age, by adminiſtring in 
fo ſcandalous a Manner to the Vices and corrupt Plea» 


ſiures of the World. Let this therefore be another Argu- 


ment to prove the ab/olure Unlawfulneſs of going to a 


"Play. For, conſider with yourſelf, is the Buſineſs of 


Players ſo contrary to Piety, ſo inconſiſtent with the Spi- 


rit and Temper of a true Chriſtian, that it is next to a 
Oontradiction to ſuppoſe them united? How: then can 


you take yourſelf - to be Hmocent, who delight in their 


'* Sins, and Hire them to commit them? Yon may make 


yourſelf a Partaker of other Mens Sins, by Negligence, 
and for want of reproving them; but certainly, if you 
ſtand by, and ail Men in their evil Actions, if you 
make their Vices your Pleaſure and Entertainment, and 
pay your Money to be ſo entertain'd, you make yourſelf 
a Partaker of their Sins in a very high Degree : And con- 

e it muſt be as unlawful to go to a Play, as it is 
unlawful to approve, encourage, aſſiſt and reward a Man 
for renouncing a Chriſtian Life. Let therefore every 
Man or Woman that goes to a Play, ask themſelves this 
Queſtion, Whether it ſuits with their Religion to act the 


Parts that are there ated? Perhaps they would think 
cis as inconſiſtent with that Degree of Piety that they 


profeſs, as to do the vileſt Things. But let them confi- 
der, that it muſt be a wicked and unlawful Pleafure, to 
delight in any Thing that they dare not do themſelves. 
In- 


* 
* 


— 


, * 


* 


Indecencies and Impieties themſelves, which they think 
is the particular Guilt of the Players: For a Perſon may 
very juſtly be ſaid to do that Himſelf, which he pays for 
the Doing, and which 1s done for his Pleaſure. You 
muſt therefore, if you would be conſiſtent with- yourſelf, 


as much abhor the Thoughts. of being at à Play, as of 
being a Player yourſelf ; for to think that you mult for- 
bear the one and not the other, is as abſurd, as to ſup- 


poſe, that you muſt be temperate yourſelf, but may aſſiſt, 

encourage, and reward other People for their Intempe- 
rance, The Buſineſs of a Player is profane, wicked, 
lewd and immodeſt ; to be any way therefore approving, 
aſſiſting, or encouraging him in ſuch a Way of Life, is 


as evidently ſinful, as tis finful to aſſiſt and encourage a 


Man in Healing, or any other Wickedneſs. 


Jo proceed. When I confider Churches, and the Mat- 


ter of Divine Service, that it conſiſts of holy Readings, 

Prayers, and Exhortations to Piety, there is Reaſon to 
think, that the Houſe of God 1s a natural Means of pro- 
moting Piety and Religion, and rendering Men devout 
and ſenſible of their Duty to God. The very Nature of 


Divine Aſſemblies thus carried on has this direct Ten- 
dency. I ask you, Whether this is not very plain, that 


Churches thus employed ſhould have this Effect? 


6 * 


3,00 fider therefore the Play-houſe, and the Matter o 
the Entertainment there, as it conſiſts of Love-intreaguses, 
blaſphemous Paſſions, profane Diſcourſes, lend Deſerip- 


tions, filthy Feſts, and all the moſt extravagant Rant of 


wWanton, vile, profligate Perſons of both Sexes, heating 

and inflaming one another with all the H/antonneſs of 
Addreſs, the Immodeſiy of Motion, and Lewdneſs of 
Thought, that Wir can invent; conſider, I ſay, whether 
it be not plain, that a Houle fo employed, is as certainly 
ſerving the Cauſe of [morality and Vice, as the Houle 
of God is ſerving the Cauſe of Piety? For what is there 


in our Church. Hrvice that ſheus it to be zu to Piety 
and Holineſs, what is there in Divine Worſhip to correc 


nd amend the Heart, but what is directly contrary to all 


that is doing in the Play-bouſe ? So that one may with 
me ſame Affurance affirm, that the Play: uiſſe, not only 


* 


when 


daily common Entertainment, is as certainly the Houſe of 
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when ſome very profane Play is on the Sage, but in ite 


the Devil, as the Church is the Houſe of God. For tho 
the Devil be not profeſſedly worſhipped by Hymns di- 


1 | rected to him, yet moſt that is there ſung is to his Ser- 


vice; he is there obeyed and pleaſed in as certain a Man- 
ner, as God is worſhipped and honoured in the Church. 


Jou muſt eaſily ſee, that this Charge againſt the Play- = 


houſe is not the Effet of any particular Temper or 


' > JPeakneſs of Mind, that it is not an wncertarn Conjecture 
bor religious I himſy ; but is a Judgment founded as plain- 


ty- in the Nature and Reaſon of Things, as when it is 
affirmed that the Houſe of God 1s of Service to Religion. 
And he that abſolutely condemns the Play-houſe as wic- 
ked and corrupting, proceeds upon as much Truth and 
Certainty, as he that abſolutely commends the Hcxfe of 
God as holy, and tending to promote or: | 1 


When therefore any one pretends to vindicate the Sage 


to you as a proper Entertainment for holy and religious 


Perſons, you ought to reject the Attempt with as much 
Abhorrence, as if he ſhould offer to ſhew you, that our 


4 ;  Church-Service was tightly formed for thoſe. Perfons to 


join in who are devoted to the Devil. For to talk of the 


| |.  Lawfulneſs and Uſefulneſs of the Stage, rs fully as abſurd, 


as Contrary to the plain Nature of Things, as to talk of 


the Unlanyfulneſs and Miſchief of the Service of the 
Church. He therefore that tells you, that you may ſafe- 


Iy go to the Pay- Hhouſe, as an innocent, uſeful Entertain- 
ment of your Mind, commits the ſame Offence againſt 
common Senſe, as if he ſhould tell you, that it was dan- 


and Hymns were great Pollutions of the Mind. | 
For the Matter and Manner of Stage-Enterrainments, 


is as undeniable a Proof, and as obvious to common 
Senſe, that the Houſe belongs to the Devil, and is the 
Place of his Honour, as the Matter and Manner of Chuych- 


Service proves that the Place is appropriated to God. 


' Obſerve therefore, that as you do not want the Aſ- 


fiſtance of any one to ſhew you the Ujefwubne/s and Adnun- 


wage of Divine Service, becauſe the Thing 1s plain, and 
15 8 | ſpeaks 


gerous to attend at Divine Service, and that its Prayers 


— 
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| ſpeaks for itſelf; fo neither, on the other Hand, ned 
| you any one to ſhew you the Unlazefiune/s and Miſchief i 
of the Stage, becauſe there the Thing is equally plain, 
and ſpeaks for itſelf. So that you are to conſider your. | 
ſelf, as having the ſame Aſſurance that the SYage is wic- 
ked, and to be abhorred and avoided by all Chriſtians, 
as you have that the Service of the Church is holy, and 
to ſought after by all Lovers of Holineſs. Conſider 
therefore, that your Conduct with relation to the Sage 
3s. not a Matter of Nicety or ſcrupulous ExatFneſs, but 

that you are as certain that you do wrong in as notorious _ 
a2 Manner when you go to the Play-hoyſe, as you are ce. 
tain that you do right when you go to Church. | 1 


, 


Nov it is of mighty Uſe to conceive Things in a right _ 
' | Manner, and to ſeœe them as they are in their own. Na. 
ture. While you conſider the Play-houſe as only a Place | © 

of Diverſion, it may perhaps give no Offence to your | | 
Mind; there is nothing lagging Oo the Thought of it: 

| But if you would lay afide this Name of it for a while, | 

and conſider it in its ow# Nature as it really is, you | 

= | would find that you are as much deceived, if you confi 
| | der the Play-houſe as only a Place of Diverſion, as you 

would be if you confidered the Houſe of God only as a 

an.. | LS 

When therefore you are tempted to go to a Play, either 

from your own Inclination or the Defire of a Friend, fancy 

that you was asked in plain Terms to go to the Place of 
the Devil s Abode, where he holds his filthy Court of evil 

| Spirits ;. that you was asked to join in an Entertainment, 

where he was at the Head of it, where the whole of it 

was in order to his Glory, that Mens Hearts and Minds 
| might be ſeparated from God, and plunged into all the 
 Pollutions of Sin and Brutality. Fancy that you was 
going to a Place that as certainly belongs to the Devil, as 
de Heathen Temples of old, where Brutes were worſhip- 
d, where wanton Hymns were ſung to Venus, and 
drunken Songs to the god of Vine. Fancy that you was 
as certainly going to the Devil's Triumph, as if you was 
going to thoſe od Sports, where People committed Mur- 
der, and offered Chriſtians to be devoured by wild Reuge 


_ 4 oy 
I 4 


(A for the Diverſion of Spectators. Now, whilſt you conſi- 
der the Play-houſe in this View, I ſuppole that you can 


no more go to a Play, than you can expreſly renounce 
%%% ĩF ... 
33 Confider therefore now, that you have not been fright- 
ing yourſelf with groundleſs Imagi nations, but that What 
vou have here fancied of the Play- Houſéè is as ſtrictly 
WI true, as if you. had been fancying, that, when you go to 


Church, you go into the Houſe of God, where che dea 


venly Hoſt attend upon his Service; and that when you 
there read the Scriptures, and ſing holy Hymns, you 
join with the Quires above, and do God's Will on Earth 


it a Joy and Delight to the Devil to ſee Idols worfhr; 

to ſee Hymns and Adorations offer'd up to impure an- 
filthy Deities? Were Places and Feſtivals appointed for 
ſiuch Ends juſtly efteem'd Places and Feſtivals devoted to 
the Devil? Now give the Reaſon why all this was juſtly 

> reckoned a Service to the Devil, and you will give as 
good a Reaſon why the Play-hoyſe is to be eſteemed bis 
= Temple. For what tho Hymns and Adorations are not, 
offered to impure and filthy Deities, yet if purity and 
Filthineſs is there the Entertainment, if immodeſt Songs, 
2 profane Rant, if Luſt and Paſſion entertain the Audience, 
the Buſineſs is the ſame, and the Aſſembly does the {ze 

Honour to the Devil, tho' they are not gathered together 
nn the Name of ſome Heathen Gd. 
For Impurity and Profaneneſs in the Worſhippers of the 
true God, is as acceptable a Service to the Devil, as Im- 


4 Song in an Aſſembly of Chriſtians gives him greater 
Delight, than if it had been ſung in a Congregation of 
 Heathens. 3) 3 1 
was the Devil's, becauſe he was delighted with it, becauſe 
what was there done was an acceptable Service to him, we 
may be aſſured that the Play-hor/? is as really the Houfe 
of the Devil, as any other Houſe ever was: Nay, it is 
_ reaſonable to think, that the Pay- ces in this Kingdom 


ox pre and Profaneneſs in any Idolaters; and perhaps a 


as it is done in Heaven. For obſerve, I pray you, how 
.* juſtly that Opinion of the Play-Hotſe is founded: For was 


If therefore we may juſtly ſay that 2 Houfe or Fgeival 4 
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are a greater Pleaſure to him than any Temple heel 
in the Heathen World. For as it is a greater Conqueſt to 


make the Diſciples of Chriſt delight in Zewwdne/5 and 


Profaneneſs, than ignorant Heathens; ſo a Hoyſe,, that, 
in the Midſt of Chriſtian Churches, trains up Chriſtians in 
 Lenwdneſs and Profaneneſs, that makes the Worſhippers of 
_ Chriſt flock together in Crowds to rejoice in an Entertajn- 
ment that is as contrary to the Spirit of Chriſt, as Hell is 
contrary to Heaven; a Houſe ſo employed, may juſtly be 
reckoned a more delightful Habitation of the Devil, tan 


any Temple in the Heathen World. When therefore you 
go to the Play-honſe, you have as much Aſſurance that 
you go to the Devil's peculiar Habitation, that you ſub- 


mit to his Deſigns, and rejoice in his Diverſions (hich 


are his beſt Devices againſt Chriſtianity) you have as 


much Aſſurance of this, as that they who worſhipped } 


filthy Deities, were in reality Worſhippers of the Devil. 
Again, Conſider thoſe old Sporrs and Diverſions, where 
Chriſtians were ſometimes thrown to wild Beaſts, conſider 
why ſuch Sports might well be looked upon as the De- 


vil Triumph. I ſuppoſe you are at noftand with your- 
ſelf whether you ſhould impute ſuch Entertainments to 


the Devil. Conſider therefore why you ſhould not as 
readily allow the Sage to be his Entertainment. G 


For was it a Delight to the Devil to ſee Heathens ſpor- 
ting with the bodily Death of Chriſtzans? And mult it 
not be a greater Delight to him to fee Chriſtians ſporting. 


themſelves in the Death of their Souls? „ 
The Heathens could only kill the Body, and ſeparate 


x it from the Soul; but theſe Chriſtian- Diverſions murder 


the Soul, and ſeparate it from God. I dare fay, no Ar- 


guments could convince you that it was Jauifu to rejoice 


at thoſe Sports which were thus defiled with human 
Blood; but then pray remember, that if the Death of the 
Soul be as great a Cruelty as the Death of the Body, if 


it be as dreadful for a Soul to be ſeparated from God as 


to be ſeparated from the Body, you ought to think it as 


entirely unlawful to enter that Houſe where ſo many eter- 


nal Lives are ſacrificed, or ever to partake of thoſe Di- 


verſions which ſeparate ſuch Numbers of Souls from God. 


W 


* 
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Hence it appears, that if, inſtead of conſidering the 
Plays houſé as only a Place of Diverſion, you will but ex- 
amine what Materials it is made of, if you will but con- 
ſider the Nature of the Entertainment, and what is there 
doing, you will find it as wicked a Place, as ſinful a Di- 
verſion, and as truly the peculiar Pleaſure and Triumph 
of the Devil, as any wicked Place or ſinful Diverſion in 
the Heathen World. When therefore you are ask d to go 
to a Play, don't think that you are ask d only to go to a2 
Di verſion, but be aſſur d that you are ask d to yield to 
the Devil, to go over to his Party, and to make one of 
his Congregation ; that, if you do go, you have not on- 
ly the Guilt of BMying fo much vain and corrupt Commu- 
nication; but are alſo as certainly guilty of going to the 
Devil's Houſe, and doing him the fame Honour, as if you 
was to partake of ſome Heathen Feſttual. | 


> You muff conſider, that all the Laughter there, is not 
only vain and fooliſh, but that it is a Laughter amongſt 
Devils, that you are upon profane Ground, and hearing 
"3 Muſick in the very Porch of Hell. 
I Thus it is in the Reaſon of the Thing; and, if we 
> ſhould now confider the State of our Play-houſe as it is 
in Fact, we ſhould find it anſwering all theſe Characters, 
and producing Effects ſuitable to its Nature: But I ſhall 
forbear this Conſideration; it being as unneceſſary to tell 
the Reader that our Play-houſe is in Fact the Sink of Cor- 
ruption and Debauchery, that it is the general Rende vous 
of the moſt profligate Perſons of both Sexes, that it con- 
rupts the Air, and turns the adjacent Places into publick. | 
Nuſances: This is as unneceſſary as to tell him that the | 
© Exchange is a Place of Merchandiſe. 2 1 
D)m it is to be obſerved, that this is not the State ß 
the Play-houſe, through any accidental Abuſe, as any i- 
nocent or good Thing may be abuſed; but that Corrup- 
tion and Debauchery are the truly natural and genuine 
Effects of the Huge-Eutertainment. Let not therefore 
any one ſay that he is not anſwerable for thoſe Vices and 
Debaucheries which are occaſioned by the Play-houſe ; for 1 
ſo far as he partakes of the Pleaſuie of the Hage, and is 
an Encourager of it, fo far he is chargeable with 3 
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E| ly perceive how a modeſt Woman may frequent Plays 3 


— 0 ) GCE Coo: 
Diſorders which neceffarily are occafioned by it. If Evil 
ariſes from our doing our Duty, or our Attendance at any 
good Deſign, we are not to be frighted at it; but if Evil 
ariſes from any Thing as its natural and genuine Effect, 
in all ſuch Caſes, 10 far as we contribute to the Cauſe, 
ſo far we make ourſelves guilty of the Effects. So that 
all who any way affiſt the Play-houſe, or ever encourage 
it by their Preſence, make themſelves chargeable in ſome 
Degree with all the Evils and Vices which follow from it. 


Since therefore it cannot be doubted by any one whether 


the Play-hoyſe be a Nurſery of Vice and Debauchery, fitice 
the evil Effects it has upon People's Manners is as viſible 
as the Sun at Noon; one would imagine that all People 
of Virtue and Modeſty ſhould not oats avoid it, but a- 
void it with the utmoſt Abhorrence ; that they ſhould 


be ſo far from entring into it, that they ſhould deteſt the 


very Sight of it. For what a Contradiction is it to com- 


mon Senſe, to hear a Woman lamenting the miſerable 


Lewdneſs and Debauchery of the Age, the vitious Taſte 
and - irregular Pleaſures of the World, and at the ſame 


Time dreſſing herſelf to meet the lewdeſt Part of the 


World at the Fountain-head of all Lewdneſs; and making 
herſelf one af that Crowd, where every abandoned Wretch 
is glad to be preſent? She may fancy that ſhe hates and 
abominates their Vices, but ſhe may depend upon it, that 


till ſhe hates and abominates the Place of vicious Plea- 


ſures, till ſhe dare not cone near an Entertainment which 
is the Cauſe of fo great Debauchery, and the Pleaſure of 
the moſt debauched People; till ſhe is thus diſpoſed, 
ſhe wants the trueſt Sign of a real and religious Abhor- 
rence of the Vices of the Age. 


For, to wave all other Conſiderations, I would 'only 


ask her a Queſtion or two on the fingle Article of Mode- 


dy. What is Modeſty ? | Is it a little mechanical ourſide 
haviour, that goes no farther than a few Forms and 


Modes at particular Times and Places ? Or is it a real 
Temper, a rational Diſpofition of the Heart, that is found- 


ed in Religion? Now, if Modeſty is only a mechanical | 


Obſervance of a little outſide Behaviour, then I can eaſi- 


there 


* 


*** E 
there is no Inconſiſtency for ſuch a one to be one Thing in 
one Place, and another in another Place; to diſdain an 
immodeſt Converſation, and yet at the ſame Time reliſn 
and delight in immodeſt and impudent Speeches in a pu- 
blick Play-houſe : But if Modeſty is a real Temper and 
Diſpoſition of the Heart that is founded in the Principles 
of Religion, then I confeſs I cannot comprehend how a 
3 Perſon of ſuch Modeſty ſhould ever come twice into a 
'F Play-houſe. For if it is Reaſon and Religion that has in- 
ſpired her with a modeſt Heart, that makes her careful 
of her Behaviour, that makes her hate and abhor every 
Word, or Look, or Hint, in Converſation, that has the 
Appearance of Lewdneſs, that makes her ſhun the Com- 
pany of ſuch as talk with too much Freedom; if ſhe is 
thus modeſt in common Life, from a Principle of Religion, 
a Temper of Heart, 1s it poſſible for ſuch a one (I don't 
ſay to ſeek) but to bear with the Immodeſty and Impu- 
dence of the Hage? For muſt not Immodeſty and Impu- 
dence, muſt not looſe and wanton Diſcourſe be the ſame 
Hateful Things, and give the ſame Offence to a modeſt 
Mind, in one Place as in another? And muſt not that 
Place, which is the Seat of Immodeſty, where Men and 
Women are trained up in Lewdneſs, where almoſt every 
Day in the Year.is a Day devoted to the fooliſh Repre- 
ſentations of Rant, Luft, and Paſſion; mult not ſuch 
a Place, of all others, be the moſt odious to a Mind that 
is truly modeſt upon Principles of Reaſon and Religion ? 
One would ſuppoſe that ſuch a Perſon ſhould as'much 
abominate the Place as any other filthy Sight, and be as 
much offended with an Invitation to it, as if ſhe was in- 
vited to ſee an immodeſt Picture. For the Repreſenta- 
tions of the Stage, the inflamed Paſſions of Lovers there 
deſcrib'd, are as groſs an Offence to the Ear, as any Re» 
preſentation that can offend the Eye. | 6 UG 
It ought not to be concluded, that becauſe I affirm the 
Play-houſe to be an Entertainment contrary to Modeſty, 
that therefore I accuſe all People as void of Modeſty who 
ever go to it. I might affirm that Tranſubſtantiation is 
contrary to all Sie and Reaſon, but then it would be a 
wrong Concluſion to ſay, _ L affirmed that all wu be- 
6. 2 ! ie ve 
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lieve it are void of all Senſe and Reaſon; Now, as Pre- 


judices, the Force of Education, the Authority of Num- 
bers, the Way of the J/orid, the Example = Sheng Names, 


may make People believe, ſo the ſame Cauſes may make 
People act againſt all Senſe and Reaſon, and be guilty 
of Practices which no more ſuit with the Purity of their 


Religion, than Zranſubſtantiation agrees with common 


Senſe. 
| herſelf for going to the Play-houſe, That ſhe went but 
ſeldom, and then in Company. of her Mother and her 


Aunt ;, that they always knew their Play before-hand, and 


never went on the S7crament-week : And what harm, 
pray, ſays ſhe, can there be in this? It breaks in upon no 
Rules of my Life, I neglect no Part of my Duty, I go 


to Church, and perform the ſame Devotions at home, as 


on other Days. It ought to be obſerved, that this Ex- 


cuſe can only be allowed where the Diverſion itſelf is in- 


nocent; it mult therefore be firſt conſidered what the En- 


tertainment is in itſelf, whether it be ſuitable to the Spirit 


and Temper of Religion: For, if. it is right and proper 
in itſelf, it needs no Excuſe ; but if it be ærong, and 
dangerous to Religion, we are not to ule it cautiou/ly, but 
avoid it conſtantly. i 
Secondly, It is no Proof of the Innocency of a Thing, 


that it does not interfere with our Hours of: Duty, nor 
break the Regularity of our Lives; for every wicked 
Way of 3 Time, may yet be conſiſtent with a re- 


gular Diſtribution of our Hours. She muſt therefore 


conſider, not only whether ſuch a Diverſion hinders the 
Regularity of her Life, or breaks in upon her Devotions, 


publick or private; but whether it hinders or any way 

affects that Spirit and Temper which all her Devotions 
aipire after. Is it ar ris er 

that Love of God, that Purity of Heart; that Wiſdom 
of Mind, that Perfection of Holineſs, that Contempt of 

the World, that Watchfulneſs and Self-denial, that Hu- 
mility and Fear of Sin? Ts it conformable to theſe Graces, 

which are to be the daily Subject of all her Prayers? This 


% 


'To proceed. I once heard a young Lady thus excuſing | 


e to that heavenly Affection, 


the only Way for her yo know the [mocency of going 
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to a Play. If what ſhe there hears and ſees has no Con- ö 
trariety to any Graces or Virtues which ſhe prays for, if 
all that there paſſes be fit for the Purity and Pięty of one 


cently, tho' her Mother or 
But if the contrary to all this be true, if moſt of what 


13 


that is led by the Spirit of Chriſt, and is working out 


her Salvation 207% Fear and Trembling, if the Stage be 1 | 
an Entertainment that may be thought according to the | | 


Will of God, then ſhe diſpoſes of an Hour very 1nno- 
E Aunt were not with her. 


ſhe there hears and ſees be as contrary to the Piery and 


Purity of Chriſtianity, as Feaſting is contrary to Faſting 3 


if the Houſe which ſhe ſupports by her Money, and en- 
courages by her Preſence, be a notorious Means of Cor- 


: ruption, viſibly carrying on the Cauſe of Vice and De- 


bauchery ; ſhe muſt not then think herſelf excus'd for be- 


ing with her Mother. ; | 1 
Farther, She that is for going only to the Play-houſs | 


now and then, with this Care and Diſcretion, does not 


1eem to have enough confider'd the Matter, or to act by 
Reaſon : For if the Hage be an innocent and proper En- 
tertainment, if in its own Nature it be as harmleſs and 
uſeful as walking, riding, taking the Air, or converſing 
with virtuous People; if this be the Nature of it, then 


there is no Need of this Care and Abſtinence, a virtuous 


; Lady need not excuſe herſelf, that ſhe goes but very ſel- 


dom. But if it be the very Reverſe of all this, if it be 


that Fountain of Corruption and Debauchery which has 


*been obſerv'd; then to go to it at any Time, admits of 


no Excuſe, but is as abſurd, as contrary to Reaſon and 


Religion, as to do any other ill Thing with the ſame 
Care and Diſcretion. If you ſhould hear a Perſon excu- 

ſing her Uſe of Paint in this Manner, that truly ſhe 
painted but very ſeldom, that ſhe always ſaid her Prayets 
firſt, that ſhe never us'd it on Sundays, or the Week be- 
fore the Comminionz would you not pity ſuch a Mixture 
of Religion and Weakneis? Would you not deſire her to 


uſe her Reaſon, and either allow Painting to be an inno- 
_ eent Ornament, ſuitable to the Sobriety and Humility of a 


Chriſtian, or elſe to think it as unlawful at one Time as 


at another? . Would you not think it ſtrange that ſhe 
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Rhould condemn Painting as odious and finful, and yet 
_ think that the Regularity of her Life, the Exactneſs of 
her Devotions, and her Obſervance of Religion, might 
make it lawful for her to 7 nor and then? I don't 

doubt but you plainly ſee the Weakneſs and Folly of ſuch 

a Pretence for Painting under ſuch. Rules at certain Times. 
And, if you would but as impartially confider your Pre- 
| tences:for. going ſometimes to the Pay- Houſè, you would 
| certainly find them equally weak and unreaſonable: For 
Painting may with more Reaſon be reckon'd an mocent 
| Ornament, than the Play-houſe an innocent Diverſion ; 
S | and it ſuppoſes a greater Vanity of Mind, a more perver- 
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ted Judgment, and a deeper Corruption of Heart, to 
Ft he Diverſion of the Hage, than to take the Pleaſure 


of a borrow'd Colour. 1 1 
1 know you are offended at this Compariſon, becauſe 
you Judge 7 your Temper and Prejudices, and don't con- 

Th; 


fider the ings as they are in themſelves by the = 


| Light of Reaſon and Religion. Painting has not been 
i the Way of your Family; it is ſuppoſed to be the Practice 
but of very few, and thoſe who uſe it, endeavour to con- 
ceal it; this r condemn it. On the con- 
zary, your Mother and Aunt carry you to a Play, you 
| 3 N there, and the ſame Perſons that fill 
our Churches; ſo that your Temper is as much engaged to 
S | think it lawful to go ſometimes to a Play, as it is engaged 
8 chink the Uſe of Paint odious and ſinful. Lay aſide 
W | therefore theſe Prejudices for a while; fancy that you haÞ 
! been train d up in ſome Corner of the World in the Prin- 
= | ciples of Chriſtianity, and had never heard either of the 
| <DPlay-bouſe or Painting. Imagine now that you was to 
| | examine the Lawfulneſs of them by the Doctrines of 
| 


Scripture. You would firſt defire to be told the Nature 
of theſe Things, and what they meant: They would tell 
you that Painting was the Borrowing of Colours from 
Art to make the Face look more beautiful. Now, tho“ 
vou found no expreſs Text of Scripture againſt Painting, 
you would find that it was expreſly againſt Tempers re- 
quired in Scripture; you would therefore.condemn it, as 


_ proceeding from a Vanity of Mind, a Fondneſs of Beauty; 
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vou would ſee chat the Harm of Painting conſiſted in 
this, that it proceeded from a Temper of Mind contrary 
to the Sohriety and Humility of a Chriſtian, which in- 
deed is Harm enough; becauſe this Humility and So- 
briety of Mind, is as efſential to Religion, as Charity and 
Devotion: So that, in judging according to Scripture, 
you would hold it as unreaſonable to paint ſometimes, 
as to be ſometimes znalicious, indevout, proud, or falſe. 
Jou are now to conſider the Sage, you are to keep 
cloſs to Scripture, and fancy that you yet know nothing 
of Plays. You ask therefore firſt what the Sage or 
Play-houſe is. You: are told that it is a Place where all 
Sorts of People meet to be entertained with Dſconr/es, 
Actions, and Repreſentations, which are recommended to 
the Heart by beautiful Scenes, the Splendour of Lights, 
and;zthe Harmony of Muſick. You are told that thefe 
Diſcourſes are the Inventions of Men of Wit and Imagi- 
nation, which deſcribe imaginary Intrengues and Stenes = 
Love, and introduce Men and Women Aikcourkity, ra- 
ving, and acting in all the wild, indecent Tranſports of 
Zuſt and Paſſion. You are told that the Diverſion part- 
ly conſiſts of kwwd and profane'Songs, ſung to fine Muſick ;- 
and partly of extravagant Dialogues between 2772770teft 
- Perſons, talking in a Stile of Love and Madneſs, that is 
nowhere ele to be found; and entertaining the CHriſtian 
Audience with all the Violence of Paſſion, Corruption 
of Heart, Wantonneſs of Mind, Immodeſty of Thought, 
and profane Jeſts, that the Wit of the Poet is able to in- 
vent. You are told that the Players, Men and Women, 
are trained up to act and repreſent all the Deſcriptions of 
Luft and Paſſion in the livelieſt Manner, to add a Lewd- 
neſs of Action to lewd Speeches; that they get their 
Livelihood by Curſing, Swearing, and-Ranting, tor three 
Hours together to an Aſſembly of Chriſtians. oe 
No, tho? you find no particular Text of Scripture 
condemning the Stage, or Tragedy, or Comedy, in expreſs 
Words; yet, what is much more, you find that ſuch En- 
tertainments are a groſs Contradiction to the whole N 
iure of Religion. They are not contrary to this or that 
Particular Temper, but are contrary to that <vhole * 
5 „ | 1 5 of 
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of Heart and Mind which Religion requires. Painting 
is contrary to Humility, and therefore is always to be a- 


Al once © improve the Sinner and the Saint. 


( Speftator, No. 79. 
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voided as ſinful: But the Entertainment of the Sage, as 


it conſiſts of Dlaſphæmous Expreſſions, wicked Speeches, 
Swearing, Curſing, and Profaning the Name of God, 


as it abounds with inapicus Rant, filthy Jeſts, diſtraFed 


| Paffions, groſs Deſcriptions of Zuft, and wanzon Songs, 
is a Contradi r ion to every Doctrine that our Saviour and 
his Apoſtles have taught us. So that to abhor Painting 


at all Times, becauſe it ſuppoſes a 8 of Mind, and 
is contrary to Humility, and yet think there is a Jawful 
Time to go to the Play-houſe, is as contrary to common 
Senſe, as if a Man ſhould hold that it was lawful ſome- 


times to offend againſt all the Dochrines of Religion, and 


yet always unlawful to offend againſt any one Doctrine of 
Religion. „ 
If therefore you was to come (as I ſuppoſed) from 


ſome Corner of the World where you had been uſed to 


live and judge by the Rules of Religion, and, upon 


your Arrival here, had been told what Painting and the 


Stage was; as you would not expect to ſee Perſons of re- 


ligious Humility carrying their Daughters to Paint-ſhops, 


or inviting. their pious Friends to go along with them; ſo 


much leſs would you expect to hear that devour, provs 


and modeſt Women carried their Daughters, and invited 
their virtuous Friends to meet them at the Play. Leaſt 
of all could you imagine, that there were any People 200 
pious and devout to indulge the Vanity of Painting, and 
et not devout or pious enough to abhbor the Immodeſty, 
RG Ribaldry, Immorality, and Blaſphemy of 
the Stage. 8 | 5 1 f 
Jo proceed. A polit? Writer (a) of a late Paper 
thought he had ſufficiently ridiculed a certain Lady's Pre- 
tenſion to Piety, when, ſpeaking of her Cloſet, he ſays, 


| Together ly her Prayer lool and Paint, . 


Now whence comes it that this Vyiter judges ſo rightly, 
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and ſpeaks the Truth 10 plainly in the Matter of Paints 
ing ? Whence comes 1t that the Generality of his Readers 
think. his Obſervation juſt, and join with him in it? It 
is becauſe Painting is not vet an acknowledged Practice, 
but is for the moſt Part reckoned a ſhameful Inſtance o 
Vanity. Now as we are not prejudiſed in favour of this 
Practice, and have no Excuſes to make for our own Share 
in it, ſo ye pics of it impartially, and immediately 
perceive its Contrariety to a religious Temper and State 
of Mind. This Myiter ſaw this in ſo ſtrong a Light, that 
he does not ſcruple to ſuppoſe that Paint is as natural and 
roper a Means to improve the Sinner, as the Prayer- 
2 is to improve the Saint. e 
I I ſhould therefore hope, that it need not be imputed to 
any Sourneſs of Temper, religious Weakneſs or Dulneſs 
of Spirits, if a Clergyman ſhould imagine, that the Pro- 
faneneſs, Debauchery, Lewdneſs, and Blaſphemy of the 
Stage, is as natural a Means to improve the Siner, as a 
Bottle of Paint; ar if he ſhould. venture to ſhew that 


| the Church and the Play-houſè are as ridiculous a Contra- 


bw 4 


diction, and do no more ſuit with the ſame Perſon, ' than 
the Prayer-book-and Paint. n 
Again, Suppoſe you were told that the holy Angels de- 


light in the Repentance and Devotion of Chriſtians, that 
they attend at God's Altar, and rejoice in the Prayers 


and Praiſes which are there offer d unto God; 1 imagine 


you could eafily believe it, you could think it very agree- 
able to the Nature of ſuch good Beings to ſee fallen Spi- 
rits returning unto God. Suppoſe you were told alſo, 
. that theſe ſame heavenly Beings delighted to be with Men 
in their Drunkenneſs, Revellings and Debauchertes, and 
were as much. pleaſed with their Vices and Corruptions, 
as with their Devotions, you would know that both theſe 
Accounts could not poſſibly be true; you could no more 
doubt in your Mind whether good Angels, that delight in 


the Converſion and Devotion of Chriſtians, do allo de- 


light in their Vices and Follies, than you can doubt whe- 

ther the ſame Perſon can be alive and dead at the ſame 
Time. You would be ſure, that, in Proportion as they 

delighted in the Picry ad Hons of Men, they muſt 


ne 
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neceſſarily in the ſame Degree abhor and diſlike their 77- 
(es and Corruptions. So that, ſuppoſing the Matter of 
our Church-Srvice, the Excellency of its Devotions, its 
heavenly Petitions, its lofty Hymns, its ſolemn Praiſes of 
the moſt High God, be ſuch a glorious Service as invites 
and procures the Attendance of that He Quire; if 
this be true, I ſuppoſe you are as certain as you can be 
of the plaineſt Truth, that the Filihineſs, the Rant, Ri- 
baldry, Profaneneſs, and Impiety of the Sage, muſt be 
the Hatred and Averſion of thoſe good Spirits. You are 
ſure that it is as impoſſible for them to behold the Srage 
with Pleaſure, as to look upon the holy Church with A 
V . 
Conſider a while on this Matter, and think how it can 
be lawful for you to go to a Place, where, if a good An- 
gel was to look with Pleaſure, it would ceaſe 11 85 good? 
For as that which makes Angels good, 1s the ſame right 
Temper which makes you good; ſo the ſame Tempers 
which would render Angels evil, muſt alſo render yon 
evil. You may perhaps tell me, that you are not an 
Angel. I grant it; neither are you Jeſus Chriſt, neither 
are you God; yet yon are called to be Holy as Jeſus Chriſt 
Was Holy, and to be perfect as your Father which is in 
aden is perfect. Tho? you are not an Angel, yet it is 
Part of your glorious Hope, that you ſhall be as /e An- 
gels of God; ſo that, as you are capable of their Hap- 
panels, you muſt think yourſelf obliged to be as like them 
im your Temper, as the Infirmity of your preſent State 
will permit. If Angels are to rejoice in ſinging the Prai- 
ſes of God, tho? their Joy may exceed yours, yet you are 
as much obliged to 5 Degree of Joy in this Duty as 
they are. Angels, by the Light and Strength of their 
Nature, may abhor all Manner of Sin with ſtronger A- 
verſion, à higher Degree of Abhorrence ; yet you are as 
much obliged to abhor all Manner of Sin as they are. 
So that it is no more lawful for you to delight in impure, 
| 777 Diverſions, which _— Angels abhor, than it is 
-  Jawful for you to hate thoſe Praiſes and Alorations which 
J oo OS: ß; 
I You are to conſider alſo, that theſe contradictory Tem. 
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Pers are no more poſſible in the ſame Men, than in the 


ſame Angels; tis no more poſſible for your Heart truly 
to delight in the Service of the Church, to be in earneſt 


in all its Devotions, and at the ſame Time delight in the 
Entertainment of the Hage, than it is poſſible for an Au- 

gel to delight in them both. ee e 
Jou may fancy that you reliſh theſe Entertainments, 
and at the ſame Time reliſh and delight in the Service of 
God, and are very hearty in your Devotions; you may 


fancy this, as crue} Men may fancy themſelves to be mer- 
ciful, the Covetous and Proud may fancy themſelves to be 


humble and heavenly-minded ; but then take notice, that 
it is all but mere Fancy: For it is as impoſſible to be 
really devout with your Reaſon and Underſtanding, and 
at the ſame Time delight in the Entertainment of the 
Hage, as 'tis impoſſible to be really Haritablèe, and de- 
lighting in Malice at the tame Time. There is indeed a 
- Falſeneſs in our Hearts, a Mechaniſim in our Conſtitution, 


which will deceive thoſe who do not conſtantly [pet 


themſelves. 'There are Forms of Devotion, little Rules 
of Religion, which are fixed in us by Education, which 
we can no more part with, than we can part with any 
other Cuſtoms which we have long uſed. Now this 


| makes many People think themſelves mighty pious, be- 


cauſe they find 1t 1s not in their Nature to forbear or ne- 
wegen and ſuch Forms of Piety; they fancy that Re- 
igion muſt have its Seat in their Heart, becauſe their 
Heart is ſo unalterable in certain Rules of Religion. 
Thus a Perſon, that is exact in his Times of Prayer, will 
r s think himſelf much injured, if you was to tell 

him that it is his 2va77 of Piety that makes him reliſh the 
Diverſion of the Hage; his Heart immediately juſtifies 
him againſt ſich an Accuſation, and tells him how con- 
ſtant he is in his Devotions: Whereas it is very poſſible, 


that he may have but ſittle-more Piety than what conſiſts 


in ſome Rules and Forms, and that his Conſtancy to fuch 
Rules may be owing to the ſame Cauſe which makes others 
conſtantly /eepy at ſuch an Hour; that is, the mere M- 
chamſm of his Conſtitution, and the Force of Cuſtom. 
This is the State of Numbers of People, otherwiſe it 
EE. o Vvould 
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would not be ſo common to ſee the ſame People conſtant 
and unalterable in ſome Rules of Religion, and as con- 
ſtant and unalterable in Pride, Paſſion, and Vanity. 
Again, There are many other Inſtances of a falſe Pie- 

ty. Some People feel themſelves aw of religious 

| Fervgurs, they have their Paſſions frequently affected 
with religious Subjects, who from thence imagine that 
their Hearts are in a true State of Religion. But ſuch a 
Concluſion is very deceitful ; for the mere Merhaniſin and 
natural Temper of our Bodies, and our preſent Condition, 
may be the chief Foundation of all this. Thus a Lady 
may find herſelf, as ſhe thinks, gar in her Devotions, 
and praiſe God at Church with a Senſe of Joy; ſhe thinks 
Me is very good, becauſe ſhe finds herſelf thus affeted 
and pleaſed with the Service of the Church; whereas it 
may be, the very Reaſon why ſhe 1s more than ordinarily 
devout, and thinks it a Pleaſure to praiſe God, is owing 
to a Flow of her Paſſions. This agreeable Expectation 
has fo put her Spirits in Order, that ſhe can be very 
z#hankful to God all the Time ſhe is at Church. 5 
\ The fame Temper is very frequent in common Life. 
Jou meet a Perſon who is very fond of you, full of Af- 
fection, and pleaſed with every Thing you fay or do ; 
you muſt not imagine that he has more Fjendſbip for 
you than when he ſaw you laſt, and hardly took any No- 
tice of you: The Matter is only this, the Man is ma 
State of. Foy at ſomething or other, he is pleaſed with 
himſelf,- and fo is eaſily pleaſed with you; ſtay but till 
this Flow Spirits is gone off, and he will ſhew you no 
more Affection than he us'd to do. This is the Religion 
of Numbers of People; they are devout by Firs and 
Starts, in the ſame Manner as they are pleated by Fits 
and $4775; and their Devotion at thoſe very Times is no 
more a Sign of true Prety, than the Civility and Compli- 
ments of à Perſon overjoyed are Signs of true Friendſhip, 
But ſtill theſe little Flaſhes of Devotion make People 
think themſelves in a State of Religion. 
. "Take another Inſtance of a falſe Piety of another kind: 
Junius has been orthodox in his Faith, a Lover of 
Church-men, a Hater of Hereticks, theſe ſeveral var 5 1 
IF | | LL | N 
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he is the firſt that is ſorry for a dangerous Book that is 
come cut, he is amazed what People would be at by 
ſuch Writings, but thanks God there is Learning enough. 
in the World to confute them. He reads all the Confu- 
tations of Atheiſts, Deiſts, and Hereticks; there is only 
one Sort of Books for which Junius has no Taſte, and 
that is Books of Devotion; He freely owns that they are 
not for. his Taſte, he does not underſtand their Flights. (3 
If another Perſon was to ſay fo much, it would be im- 
puted to his want of Piety ; but becauſe Junius is known = 
to be an Enemy to Irreligion, becauſe he is conſtantly at 
Church, you ſuppoſe. him to be a pious Man, tho he | 
_ thus confeſſes that he wants the Spirit Piery. It is in 
the ſame Manner that Junius deceives himſelf; his Heart 
permits him to neglect Books of Devotion, becauſe his 
Heart is conſtantly ſhewing him his Zeal for Religion, 
and Honour for the Church; this makes him no more 
_ luſpect himſelf to want any Degrees of Piety, than he | 
ſuſpects himſelf to be a Favourer of Hereſy. If he ne- 
ver thinks any ill of himſelf, if he never ſuſpects any 
Falſeneſs in his own Heart, if he is prejudiſed in favour 
of all his own Ways, it is becauſe he is prejudiſed in fa- 
vour of all orthodox Men. Funius reads much Contro- 
verſy, yet he does not take it ill that you pretend to in- 
form him in Matters of Controverſy ; on the contrary, he 
never reads Books of Devotion, yet is angry if you pre- 
tend to correct him in Matters of that kind. You may 
Juppole him nuſtaken in ſomething that he is always ſtu- 
dying, and he will be thankful to you for ſetting him 
right ; but if you ſuppoſe him miſtaken in Things that 
he never applies himſelf to, if you ſuppoſe that any Bo- 
dy knows what Humility, Heavenly-mindedneſs, Deuo- 
tion, Self-dental, Mortification, Repentance, Charity, or | | | 
the Love of God is, better than he, you provoke his | |} 
| Temper, and he won't ſufter himſelf to be informed by | 
you. Great Numbers of People are like Junius in this 
_ Reſpect; they think they are very religious, by liſtning 
to Inſtruction upon certain Points, by reading certain 
Boobs, and being ready to receive farther Light, who yet | 
can't bear to be inſtructed in Matters where they 15 _ ' 
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likely to be deceived, and where the Deceit is of the ut- 


moſt Danger. They will be thankful for your telling 


them the particular Jimes in which the Goſpels were writ, 
for explaining the Word Euroclydon, or Anathema Ma- 
ranatha, they will be glad of ſuch uſeful Inſtruction ; 


but if you touch upon ſuch Subjects as really concern 


them in a high Degree, ſuch as try the Sate and Way of 
their Lives, theſe religious People, who are ſo fond of re- 
Hgious Truths, cannot bear to be thus inſtructed. _ 

What is the Reaſon that, when we conſult Laaviers? It 
is not to hear Harangues upon the Laa, or its ſeveral 


1 Courts; it is not to hear the Variety of Caſes that con- 
cern other People; but it is to be inſtructed and aſſiſted 


in our oen Caſe. Why do we thank them for dealing 
impartially with us, for ſearching and examining into the 


true State of our Caſe, and informing us of every Thing 


chat concerns us? What is the Reaſon that we apply to 
Phyſicians? Not to hear the Riſe and Progrels of *Phyſick, 
or the Hiſtory of Diſputes amongſt them; not to hear of 
other People's Diſtempers, but to tell them our own par- 
ricular State, and learn the Cure of our own Diſtempers. 


5 Why do we thank them for being nicely exact in ſearch ing 


us out, for examining into every Part of our Lives, our 
Ways of Eating, Drinking, and Jeeping, and not ſuf. 


fering us to deceive ourſelves with wrong Opinions and 


Practices? What is the Reaſon why we act thus confiſtent- 


ly, and in the fame Manner, in both theſe Inſtances ? 


Now the only Reaſon is this, becauſe in both theſe In- 


ſtances we are 7eally in earneſt. When you are in earneſt 


in your Religion, you will act as conſiſtently, and in the 
ſame Manner there. When you defire /olid Piety, as 
you defire ſound Health, your chief Concern will be 


about your 6779 Diſorders; you will thank Divines and 


7 Caſviſis for making you their chief Care 5 you will be 


glad to have them examine and ſearch into your Ways 


ol Life, to be rightly informed of the Follies, Vanitics, 


: : 
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and Dangers of your State. You will be glad to read 
thoſe Books, and conſult thoſe Caſuiſts, which are moſt 


exact and faithful: m diſcovering your Faults, who que- 


ſton and examine all your Ways, who diſcover to you 
EY | = Coo | 


; ; * 


„ 
your ſecret Corruptions, and unſiſpected Follies, and who 
are beſt able to give you the ſureſt Rules of arriving at 
Chriſtian Perfection; when you are in earneſt in your Re- 
ligion, you will as certainly act in this Manner, as you 
act in the ſame Manner with the Zawier or Phyſician. 
Take this alſo for an undeniable Truth, That, till you do 
act in this Manner, you are not in earneſt in your Reli- 

ion. This therefore is a good Rule to examine your- 
| FC by. Do you find that you act in Religion as you do | 
in other Caſes where you are in earneſt? Are you as lu- * |! 
ſpicious of yourſelf, as fearful of Miſtake, as watchful ß 
Danger, as glad of Aſſiſtance, as defirous of Succeſs, as | 
in other Matters where your Life or Fortune are at Stake, 
or where your Heart is engaged? Never imagine that 
=o Religion is founded in a true Fear of God, and a | 
Hearty Defire of Salvation, till you find yourſelf acting 
as you do in other Matters where your Fears are great, 
and your Defires hearty. If you had rather read Books 
that entertain the Mind, than correct the Heart; if you 
had rather hear a Caſuiſt examine other People's Lives, 
than yours; if you had rather hear him talk of the Ex- 
cellency and Wiſdom of Religion, than be exact in try- | 
ing the Excellency and Wiſdom of your Way of Life; 
you muſt take it for granted, that you are not in earneſt 
in the Reformation of your Life, and that there are /ozze 
 Tempers in you more ſtrong and powerful, that more rule 
and govern you, than the Fear of God, and a Deſire of 
Salvation. To return now to my Subject. 
I had obſerved that People who are religious upon Aa 
true Principle, who are devout with their Rea/on and Un- | | 
derſtanding, cannot poſſibly either re; or allow the En- | 
tertainment of the Hage. I obſerved that theſe contra- | 
dictory Tempers, a Delight in the Offices and Divine Ser- 
vices of the Church, and a Delight in the Entertainments IJ 
of the Hage, are no more poſſible to be in the ſame good 1 
Nen, than in the ſame good Angels. This made it ne- 
, ceflary for me to ſtep a little aſide from my Subject, to | 
confider ſome falſe Appearances of Religion, which are 
_ * chiefly founded in natural Temper, Cuſtom, Education, 
and the Vay of the World; which yet ſo far deceive 
jj oo, People, 
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People, as to make them fancy themſelves in a good State 
of Religion, while they live and act by 8 Spirit 

Now, I readily own, a Man may come up to theſe 
Appearances of Religion, he may carry on a Courſe of 
| ſuch Piety as this, and yet 7eliſp the Diverſion of the 


Stage. It is no Contradiction for a Man to like to ſay 
his Prayers, to be often delighted with the Service of the 


Church, to hear Sermons, to read Divinity, to deteſt He- 
reticks, and yet find a conſtant Pleaſure in the vain En- 


— 


tertainments of the Sage. The World abounds with In- 
ſtances of People who /wwear, drink, and debauch, with 
all theſe 4ppearances of Religion. Now, as we are ſure 
that, where we ſee theſe Vices, thoſe Perſons have only 
an Appearance of Religion which is founded in ſome- 
thing elſe than a true Fear of God; ſo wherever we ſee 
ſober and regular People, Lovers of the Church, and 
Friends to Religion, taking the Pleaſure of the Sage, 
we may be as Fire that their Religion is defective, and 
founded in ſomething that is 0%], and falſe, and blind, 
that permits them to act ſo inconfiſtently : For the Rea- 
Ioning is full as ſtrong in one Cale as in the other. Now 
.altho' I would not have People to be ſolely guided by 
What they feel, or think they feel in their own Minds; 
yet this we may depend upon, as certain in our Tempers, 
that we never love or aſſect any Thing zruly, but we hate 
and avoid all that is contrary to it in an equal Degree: 
So that we may be aſſured, that all that Love, or Zeal, 
or Affection, that we pretend for any Thing, is but mere 
Pretence, and a blind Motion, unleſs it appears by a zeal- 
- ous, lively Abhorrence of every Thing that is contrary 
to it. Upon this Ground I again affirm, that it is im- 
poſſible for truly religious People to Lear the Entertain- 
ments of the Stage. For confider only the Matter in this 
hort View. A truly religious Perſon is to love and fear, 
and adore God, with all his Heart, and with all his 
Soul, and with all his Strength 5 Now I ask you, who 
it is that has this true Love of God? Is it he that de- 
lights in Profaneneſs at all Times? Or is it he that can 


4 


bear with Profaneneſs ſometimes? Or is it he that abhors 


1 
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and Aok it at all Nimes and in all Places? Which of 
theſe Three hath a Right to be eſteemed a true Lover 
of God? Now he that goes to a Play at any Time, tho! 
he may ſay that he docs not delight in Profaneneſs, yet 


he muſt own, that he can ſometimes, and in ſome Places; 


bear with Profaneneſs. For Profaneneſs of ſome kind or 
other is in moſt of our Plays almoſt as common as the 
Name of God in Scripture: But I will ft uppole it were 


only now and then, and that no Profaneneſs either of 


Thought or Expreſſion happened above icę or thrice in 


an Entertainment; yet this is Profaneneſs : And he that can 


bear with / murh, that can ſeek the Entertainment as a 


Pleaſure, muſt acknowledge, that tho' he does not de- 


light in Profaneneſs as ſuch, yet he can bear with Profane: 
neſs for the Sake of other Delight, Now ask yourlelf; 


Has not he a truer Love of God, whoſe Piety will not 


ſuffer him to bear with Profaneneſs at any Time, or in 
any Place, or for any Pleaſure ? Am I not therefore ſup= 


ported by Plain Reaſon and common Senſe, when I affirms, 


Ne it is for want of true Piety that any People are able 
to bear the Entertainment of the Sage? 


Jou ſee alſo; that no higher Thais of Piety i is ule 


to fl one with a conſtant Abhorrence of the Stage, thai 
ſuch a Piety as implies an Abhorrence of Profaneneſs at 
all Times, and in all Places. 
When you are thus pious, when you thus 855 God, 
you will — a Piety, a Love of God, that will not ſuf- 
COM to be at au Entertainment that has any Mixture 
rofanenels, Now as there muſt be this manifeſt De- 
fa; in true Piety before you can bear with the Frofane⸗ 
neſs of the Sage, lo, if you conſider every other Part 
of the Character of à truly religious Man, you will find 


that there muſt be the {ame Detect thorow the whole of 


it before he can be fit for ſuch Diverſion. 


Jou tell me that you love the Church, and rejoice at 


| the Returns of Divine Service, tho you now and then 
£0 to a Play. Now conſider what it is which thele 
- Words mean; If you love and delight in the Service of the 
: Church, then. you love to be in a ; of Devotion, you 
bove to draw near to God, you love to be made ſenſible 
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ol le Miſery, Guilt, and Wight of Sin; you love to 
ahbbor and deplore your Iniquities, and to lament the Mi- 


ſery and Vanity of human Life; you love to hear the 


God, and ſing his Praiſes; you love to be on your Knees 

praying againſt all the Vanities and Follies of Life, and 

for all the Gs and Graces of God's Holy Spirit. 
Now all this is implied in the true Love of Church- 


Service; for unleſs you love it for what it is, and be- 


cauſe you feel its Excellency, your Love is only a ind 
mechanical Motion: But jf you love it in Truth and 
Reality, if you are thus affected with it, becauſe all its 
Parts ſo highly ſuit the Condition of human Nature; 


whilſt you are thus diſpoſed, you can no more reliſh the 


qvicked þ 96 it and fe oo!1ſh Temper of .Stage-Entertain- 
ments, than ſincere dying Penitents can delight in the 


Guilt of their Sins. | LOR... RTE 
Never imagine therefore that you are fincerely affected 


with the Confeſſions of the Church, or that you are truly 


glad for the Return of thoſe Hours which humble you 
in the Sight of God; never imagine that you truly feel 
the Miſery and Weight of Sin, or ſincerely lament the 
Corruption of your Nature, whilſt you dare go to the 


Fountain head of Corruption, the Place where Sin reigns 


and exerciſes its . are Power. 


Never imagine that you have the Spirit of Devotion, 


- that your Heart is renewed with the Holy Ghoſt, that it 
truly rejoices in the Means of Grace, and the Hope of 
Glory; never imagine that it is your Joy and Delight to 
worſhip God in the Beauty of Holinelg, to ſend up your 
Soul to him in Prayers and Praiſes, ſo long as the Way of 
the Hage, its impious Nonſenſe, vile Teſts 

_ fions, and lead Speeches, are not your utter Abhorrence. 
For it is not more abſurd. to believe, that a corrupt Tree 


, Profane Paſ- 


may bring forth good Fruit, than to believe, that a pious 
Mind, truly devoted to God, ſhould taſte and reliſh the 


Entertainment of the Sage: For the Taſte and Reliſp of | 
the Mind is a more certain Sign of the State and Nature 
of the Mind, than the Quality of Fruit is a Sign of the 

State and Nature of Trees. . 


7 K 


Had the inpure Spirits, which asked our bleſſed Savi- 


dur to ſuffer them to enter into the Herd of. Swine, ſaid 


at the ſame Time, that it was their only Delight and oy 
to dwell in the Light and Splendour of God, no one 
could have believed them, any more than he could be- 
lieve Light and Darkneſs to be the ſame Thing. 

When you have the Spirit of Chriſt, when you are de- 
voted to God, when Purity, Holineſs and Perfection is 


your real Care, when you defire to live in the Light of 
{ God's Holy Spirit, to act by his Motions, to rife from 
GBrace to Grace, till you are finiſhed in Glory; it will be 


as impoſſible for you, whilſt you continue o diſpoſed, 


either to /zek or hear the Entertainment of the Hage, as 


it is impoſſible for pure and Holy Spirits to ask to enter 
into a Herd of Sine. If you want the Delight of ſo 


corrupt an Entertainment, ſo contrary to the Spirit and 
Purity of Religion, you ought no more to believe your- 


ſelf, when you pretend to true Piety and Devotion, than 
= ought to have believed thoſe 772pure Spirits, if they _ 
1d pretended to have been Angels of Light. For this 
is abſolutely certain, and what you ought carefully to 
confider, that nothing ever gives us any Pleaſure, but 


| what is 3 to the Sate and Temper of Mind that 
we are 


5 hen in: So that, if the Corruption, the Immo- 
rality, the profane Spirit and wanton Temper of the 
Stage-Entertainment can give you any Pleaſure, you are 


as ſure that there is ſomething like all theſe Vices in your 
Heart, as you can be of any Thing that relates to a hu» 


man Mind. | 

Laſtly, Ask yourſelf, when you think that you have a 
true Love for Divine Service, whether he 1s not a truer 
Lover of it, whoſe Soul is fo faſbioned to it, ſo deeply 
affected with it, that he can delight in nothing that is 
contrary to it; who can bear with 10 Entertainment that 
is made up of Speeches, Paſſions, Harangues, and Songs, 
ſo oppoſite to the Wiſdom, the Diſcourſes, Iaſtruchions 
and Hymns of Divine Service. This, I believe, you can- 


not deny; and if this cannot be denied, then it muſt be 
__ owned as a certain Truth, that he who can bear with the 


as. this farther Defect, that he 
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ain, It is Part of a truly religious Man to Jove the 
= Scriptures, and delight in reading them; you fay this is 
= your Temper tho' you go to Plays. I anſwer, That it is 
bor want of a true Love and Delight in the Scriptures that 
E you are able to reliſh Plays. You may perhaps ſo love 


the Scriptures, that you may think it your Duty to read 
them, and defire to underſtand them ; fk when you once 
{ſo love the Scriptures, as to love to be like them, to de- 
fire that the Spirit and Temper of Sctipture may be the 
one 1 take and Temper of your Life. When, for Inſtance, 
you love this Doctrine, $rive to enter in at the ſtraight. 
Gate. F thy right Eye offend thee, Pluck it out and caſt 
#: from thee. When you are of the lame Mind with this 
cripture, Be ſober, be vigilant; becauſe your Adverſary 
ti Devil, as a roring Lion, watketh about ſeeking whom. 
de may devour (a). VVV . 
When you are intent upon this Truth, For zwe muſt all 
appear before the Fudgment-ſeat of Chriſt ; that every one 
 zhay receive the T hings done in his Body (b). When 
this Text has taken Poſſeſſion of your Heart, Heing then 
zhat all theſe T hings muſt be diſſolved, what Manner of 
8 ought ye to be in all holy Converſation and Godli- 
When you reſign up your whole Soul to this Exhorta- 
tion, Take my Toke upo you, and earn of me, fyr Jam 
meek and lotely in Heart (d). When your Heart can tru- 
Iy bear you Witneſs to this Doctrine, that you put on the 
ae hole Armour of Chriſt, that you may be able to ſtand, 
That you live by Faith and not by Sight, preſſing Wer 
the Prize of your high Calling. When you thus love 
and delight in the Scriptures, when you thus enter into 
its Spirit and Temper, when its Purity is your Purity 
its Fears, and Hopes, and Joys, are your Fears, and 
Hopes, and Joys; you will find?yourſelf one of thoſe 
who conſtantly and at all Times abominate the Folly, 
Impertinence and Profaneneſs of the Hage. 


Let 


a, 1 Pet. v. 8. (b) 2 Cor. v. 10. (e) 2 pet. ii. 11. 
fie $39 5 | 
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Let me deſirè you, TE) are Jrefod 6 a fs als 
to. read over our Saviour” s Divine. Sermon. on the "but 7 L 1 
1 ; try whether your Soul is full of: the Spies 
rit that is 5 taught; examine whether you then 


in your Heart ach” a Love of the Scripture, as to 10% 8 


thoſe Conditions of Bleſſedneſs that are there delcriti\dige 
Bleſſed are the Poor in Spirit: Bleſſed are they. Thas: 
Mourn : Bleſſed are they that Hunger and T hirſt aftess 
Righteouſneſs. Do you find yourſelf in theſe Heights" 
of Holineſs ? Is your Soul reformed, putified and exa — 
according to theſe DoFrines 2 Or can you imagine, that: 
you are conforming yourſelf to thoſe Doctrines, that you 
depart from none of them, when you are preparing yours, 
{elf for a Pleaſure, which is the proper Pleaſure of the 
moſt corrupt and debauched Minds? Bieſſed are the Pure 


in Heart, for they ſhall ſee God. Can you think that you 
e rightly affected with this Doctrine, that you are la- 


bouring after this Purity, that you are preparing to ſee 


God, when you are going to an Entertainment to which 


they. ought only to go who have no Thoughts of ſeemg 
907 nor any Deſires after that Purity which Prepares: us 
or it? ? 

Laſtly, Another Virus, eſſential to Chriſtian Holineſs, | 
is Chaſtity 3 our bleſſed Saviour has given us the Mea- 
ſure of this Virtue in theſe Words, Bur T/ay unto gon, 
that whoſoever looketh on a Woman to luſt after her, bath 
committed Adulteny auth her already in his Heart. We 


are ſure therefore that this Virtue is not preſerved, winleſs 


we keep ourſelves clear from all immodeſt Thoughts and 
impure Imaginations ; we are ſure alſo that the Guilt of 

thele is like the Guilt of Adultery. This is the Doctrine 
of Chriſt. Look now into the Play-houſe, and think 
whether any Thing can be imagined more contrary to this 
Doctrine? 

For, not to conſider the monſtrous Lewdneſs and La 
modeſty of the Hage, take it in its beſt Stare, when 
ſome admir'd Tragedy is upon it: Are the extraya 2 
Paſſions of diſtructed Lovers, the impure Ravings 0 
fam mid Heroes, the tender Complaints, the Joys and Tor- 


brenn, of Love, and . . 5 Luſt; 5 
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the Tndetenr Actions, the amorous Tranſports, the an- 
zu Addreſs: of 'the Actofs, which make fo great a Part 
dhe moſt /ober and modeſt Tragedies are theſe Things 
= an-Entertamnment-confiftent with this Chriſtian Doctrine? 
= You may as well imagine, that Murder and Rapine are 
I conſiſtent with Charity and Meekneſs. I hope it will not 
no be ſaid, that I have ſpent too much Time upon a 
Subject that ſeems not — in a Treatiſe upon Chri- 

ian Perfection. For tho' theſe Things, are generally 
Jookt upon as little, [becauſe they are called Pleaſures and 
Diverſions, yet they may as juſtly be call'd Vices and 
| Debaucheries 5 they afſect Religion, as Lies and m__ 

Hood affect it, in the very Heart and Eſſence, and render 
People as incapable of true Piety, as any of the groſſeſt 
Indulgences of Senfuality and Intemperance. And per- 
haps it may be true, that more People are kept Strangers 
to the true Spirit of Religion by what are called Plea- 
fures, Diverſions, and Amuſements, than by confeſs'd Vi- 
| 225, or the Cares and Buſineſs of Life. I have now only 
one Thing to beg of the Reader, that he would not think 

i a ſufficient Anſwer to all this, to ſay in general, that it 
is a Doctrine too ſtri and rigid; but that he would 
conſider every Argument as it is in ir{elf, not whether it 
be ſtrict and rigid, but whether it be falſe Reaſoning, or 
more ſtrict and rigid than the Doctrine of Scripture. If 
it preſcribes a Purity and Holineſs which is not according 
to the Spirit and Temper of the Scriptures, let it be re- 
jected, not as too ſtrict and rigid, but as a Species of 
falſe Worſhip, as vain and ridiculous as Idolatry: But, 
if what is here aſſerted be highly conformable to the moſt 
plain Doctrines of Scripture, the ſaying that it is too 
| ftrict:and'rigid, is of no more Weight againſt it, than if 
| [it was faid that it was 200 7rue. It is not my Intention 
| {to trouble the World with any particular Notions of my 
eum; or to impoſe any unneceflary Rules, or fancied De- 

I grees of Perfection upon any People: But in declaring 
ſagainſt the Hage, as I have done, I have no more fol- 
Now'd any particular Spirit or private Temper, or any 
more exceeded the plain Doctrine of Scripture, than if i 

1 declared ee Drunkenneſs and Debauchery. . oy 
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